
Ecosystem

Environmental Benefits

• Less nitrogen fertilizer than 

annuals

• Prevents nitrogen from entering 

waterways

• Stores carbon in soil and roots

• Provides habitat for wildlife

Ecosystem

Market Drivers

Private industry interest in Kernza™ is strong, 

and growing. 

Local farm to table market- Birchwood Café 

in Minneapolis regularly serves Kernza™ on the 

menu. Restaurants, bakeries, breweries, and 

noodle producers are  eager to use Kernza™. 

Milling and processing partners include 

Bakers’ Field local milling.

National Markets include Patagonia Provisions 

and top-tier bakeries/restaurants Bien Cuit

(NY), Tartine and The Perennial (CA).

Corporate Partners see Forever Green crops 

as a pathway to supply chain sustainability. 

General Mills is committed to testing Kernza™ 

for potential use in food products.

Intermediate Wheatgrass on the Landscape
Working with farmers to increase supply

University of Minnesota Research

Agronomics – Identify optimum fertilizer rates, row spacing, harvest timing, methods for 

stand maintenance. Organic production with legume intercrops. Dual-use with grazing. 

Potential as buffer crop along waterways.

Breeding – Increase grain size and yield, reduce shattering, reduce stem height.

Food Science – Determine chemical characteristics, functionality, baking application, 

storage stability, and protein profiling of this grain. 

Ecosystem Services- Determine water quality benefits, carbon sequestration potential.

On-farm research & demonstration fields and production fields exist throughout 

Minnesota, from Roseau to Madison, MN. 

Farmers regularly contact UMN staff to request access to Kernza™ seed.

Early-adopter farmers are working closely with UMN to hone agronomic best practices. 

The UMN agronomy department has drafted production guides for Kernza™ growers 

and UMN researchers are the key production experts in the region for this new crop.

Partnerships with The Land Institute and Plovgh exist to manage nation-wide logistics 

and quality control of Kernza™ production and product development.

Forever Green: Intermediate Wheatgrass / Kernza™

Intermediate Wheatgrass

improves water quality

- Utilize more water early in the year 

- Prevent soil erosion by providing soil 

cover during spring and fall

- Reduce nitrogen runoff to water by 

capturing excess nitrogen 

- Reduce phosphorus runoff to water 

by intercepting overland flow
Birchwood Café menu item: Kernza™ Tortillas.


