Conference call notes, 4/24/12
Present:

Annalisa Hultberg

Linda Kingery

Stephanie Heim

Helene Murray

Jane Jewett

Brett Olson

Descriptions of workshops that are planned, already funded or grants are being submitted:

Stephanie Heim, Farm-to-School:  

· Have funding through Specialty Crop Block Grant 

· Proposing 8 regional workshops: NE, NW, Central, West Central, SE, SW, east metro, west metro.

· RSDPs are written into the grant; $2000 allocated to each regional planner to do the organizing within each region. 

· Other collaborators who submitted letters of support for the project: 

- MDA/Carrie Tollefson to do PR work in the schools

- Dept. of Education  - tracking fruit & vegetable use

- Dept. of Health

- MISA

- MN School Nutrition Association 

Brett Olson, Renewing the Countryside:

· Submitted a new Specialty Crop block grant application that included $ request for 8 farmer-buyer networking sessions; farmer & foodservice cross-training.

Annalisa Hultberg, GAPs:

· funding for GAPs-specific workshops to be full-day workshops; ½ day classroom training, ½ day experiential.

· Will provide support to other workshops and attend as speakers; need a good half-hour to hour to provide a decent overview of GAPs. 

· also will run their own workshops because they have to offer GAP-specific workshops.

· Also have some $ for speakers for workshops.

Jane Jewett, Post-Harvest handling:

· Described process of board generating idea, collecting information from food co-ops and distributors about needs for training of farmers

· FamilyFarmed organization would apply for an RME grant and would supply Wholesale Success books (probably cost ~ $55 per book) and services of Atina Diffley as a trainer

· Looking at broader audience than farm-to-school; want to cover sales to grocery stores and distributors

· Suggested 2-day event with farm-to-school on one day and Wholesale Success on other day
There was discussion on the following points:

· Could some workshops be one-day, just farm-to-school, and some offer the additional post-harvest/wholesaling piece?  Steph not enthusiastic; wants a consistent format.

· Brett suggested talking to farmers about whether a 2-day event would work for people; is that too long away from the farm?

· Does FamilyFarmed do train-the-trainers activity; could we get more people than Atina trained in Minnesota to offer post-harvest handling workshops?

· Workshop planned for June at Nature’s Nest B & B could be a trial run for pulling together all of these topics

