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Preparing to Apply for Drought Relief
collaborators:



Preparing to apply: What do you need?

● List of expenses

● IRS W9
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What is drought relief? It is financial assistance. 

● Get paid back for extra expenses you paid because of the drought in 2021

● Not for crop losses, only for extra expenses

● You must have paid the extra expenses between June 1, 2021, and May 22, 
2022
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Who can apply for drought relief?

● Farmers in all Minnesota counties EXCEPT Goodhue, Rice, Wabasha, Winona.
○ Farmers who earn $1,000 or more from their farm each year
○ A business or organization that operates a farm
○ Only one application per farm

● Livestock farmers

● Specialty Crop farmers

What are specialty crops?
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop
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What expenses qualify?

● Only expenses you already paid, between June 1, 2021 and May 22, 2022

● Only expenses that were extra because of the drought
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Example expenses: Irrigation 

● Water tank
● Water wagon or trailer
● Pipe
● Hose
● Drip irrigation line
● Nozzles and valves
● Well
● Pump
● If you paid someone to help do watering
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Example expenses: Replacing a dead crop

If your specialty crop died and you paid to replace the plants:

● seeds
● seedlings
● started plants 

If you paid people to help you replace a crop:

● Tilling the soil
● Re-planting work
● Paying an advisor
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Example expenses: Mulch

If you bought extra mulch to hold moisture in the soil:

● Straw or hay
● Wood chips
● Plastic

If you paid someone to help with the extra work of mulching 
plants
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What records should you assemble?

● Store receipts from buying extra supplies because of the drought

(such as watering equipment, seeds, plants, or mulch)

● Record of payments to people for doing extra work because of the drought

(such as to water plants, re-plant, or put down mulch)

● This could be a copy of checks you wrote to pay people for extra work
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What if you did not save receipts for things you 
bought?

● Copy of checks you wrote to buy supplies

● List of things you bought and how much each thing cost

● Write a statement that these expenses are true and correct, 
and sign it
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What if you paid people for extra work in cash?

● Make a list of who you paid, and when, and how much

● Write a statement that these expenses are true and correct, 
and sign it
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What should you do with your records of expenses?

● Do not send the records to Minnesota Department of Agriculture.

● Keep the records in case the Minnesota Department of Agriculture has 
questions later about your expenses.

● Keep these records for 6 years.
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If you want to apply for drought relief,

you must also fill out a W-9 form 

for the Minnesota Department of Agriculture

W-9 Form
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A W-9 form 
looks like this. 
It asks for your 
name and tax 
identification 
number.
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The W-9 is 
from the 
Internal 
Revenue 
Service (IRS) 
of the federal 
government.
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W-9 Section 1

Section 1 - Name:

Write your FULL name (the same as on your tax return)
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W-9 Section 2

Section 2 – Business name:

Write here only if you have a business name. It is okay to leave this 
blank if you don’t have a business name.
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W-9 Section 3

Section 3 – Federal Tax Classification:

Mark “individual/sole proprietor” if it’s just you, the farmer and not a 

larger business or an organization. 
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W-9 Section 4

Section 4 – Exemptions:

If you marked “Individual/sole proprietor,” you can leave this 
whole section blank.
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W-9 Sections 5, 6, and 7

Section 5 – Address:

Write the street address for where you get your mail.

Section 6 – City, state, and ZIP code:

Write the city, state, and ZIP code that go with your mailing address.
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W-9 Sections 5, 6, and 7

Section 7 - account number(s)

You can leave this section blank.
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W-9 Part I

Part 1 – Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

• If you are running your farm just as yourself, write in your Social 

Security Number. Leave the Employer identification number blank.
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W-9 Part I

Part 1 – Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

If you are a resident alien in the United States, and you cannot get a 
social security number, use your individual taxpayer identification 
number (ITIN). Enter it in the social security number box. 
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W-9 Part I

Part 1 – Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

• If your farm is organized as a business and you have an Employer 
Identification Number (EIN), fill in that number and leave the Social 
Security Number part blank.
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W-9 Part II

Part 2 – Certification:

This is a legal document that says you are providing true and correct 

information.

Read this carefully, then add your signature and the date.
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● The Minnesota Department of Agriculture will use your name and tax 
identification number from your W-9 form to send a report to the Internal 
Revenue Service.

● The drought relief payment is taxable as income, so the Internal Revenue 
Service will get a report that you were paid the drought relief money.

What will happen with your information on the W-9 
form?
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● In January of 2023, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture will send 
you a tax form that says how much money they paid you in 2022.

● You must count the drought relief money as income when you do your 
2022 taxes.

● You must send a copy of the tax form to the Internal Revenue Service 
along with your other tax documents.

What will happen with your income taxes?
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When can you apply for the drought relief?
● The Minnesota Department of Agriculture will open the online 

application portal on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 
○ The online application will be open for 10-12 business days.
○ Minnesota Department of Agriculture will accept mailed in 

applications, but they must be postmarked by the closing date.

● Minnesota Department of Agriculture may open a second round of 
drought relief funding if there is budgeted money left after the first 
round.

● More information from Minnesota Department of Agriculture:
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/droughtrelief
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More help available
● How to Apply for the Drought Relief Webinar 

○ Wednesday, June 22, 2022 from 12 to 1:15 p.m.
○ The webinar will be available in Spanish, Hmong, Swahili, Somali, 

and English languages.
○ Register here: bit.ly/applydrought

● Drought Relief Application Clinic at The Good Acre, 1790 
Larpenteur Ave W, Falcon Heights, MN 55113. 
○ Wednesday, June 29, 2022 from 4 to 7 p.m.
○ People will be present to help complete applications
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Questions & Summary
● Webinar recordings available on MISA’s website: 

https://www.misa.umn.edu/2021-drought-relief 
● Contact for help: 

○ KaZoua Berry, Big River Farms - (651) 504-8105
○ Jane Jewett, MISA - jewet006@umn.edu; (218) 670-0066
○ Stu Lourey, MFU - stu@mfu.org; (320) 232-3047 (C)
○ Minnesota Dept. of Ag - drought@state.mn.us
○ David Van Eeckhout, TGA - david@thegoodacre.org; (612) 

756-0690
○ Kathy Zeman, MFMA - kzeman@mfma.org; (507) 664-9446
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