
ORGANIC TRANSITION: A BUSINESS PLANNER FOR FARMERS, RANCHERS AND FOOD ENTREPRENEURS 43

2TASK 2
HOW CLOSE AM I TO FARMING  
ORGANICALLY, LIVESTOCK?   
&RPSOHWH�WKLV�ZRUNVKHHW�IRU�HDFK�VLJQLîFDQW�OLYHVWRFN�HQWHUSULVH�LQ�\RXU�FXUUHQW�RSHUDWLRQ��&KHFN�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�ER[�WR�LQGLFDWH�
if you are generally using conventional or organic management for each livestock system practice. Use the notes section to identify 
VSHFLîF�SUDFWLFHV��LQSXWV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�WKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�FRQYHQWLRQDO�WR�RUJDQLF�PDQDJHPHQW�IRU�HDFK�
practice. Next, answer the livestock management questions listed. This is meant to provide a general snapshot of your current man-
DJHPHQW�VWDWXV��WKH�PRUH�FKHFN�PDUNV�\RX�KDYH�LQ�WKH�RUJDQLF�PDQDJHPHQW�FROXPQ��WKH�FORVHU�\RX�DUH�WR�EHFRPLQJ�FHUWLîHG�

Livestock System  
Practice Area

Manage/Source  
Conventionally

Manage/Source  
Organically

Notes

Source of animals (e.g., young stock, 
replacements)

Management of young stock

Feed (Consider: Do you have farm-
raised organic feed?)

Feed supplements

Outdoor access (non-ruminants)

Pasture access (ruminants)

Veterinary inputs 

Herd health (e.g., therapeutic versus 
sub-therapeutic use of antibiotics, 
hormones, dry-cow treatments, para-
siticides)

Fly control

Housing

Bedding

Animal welfare (e.g., physical alterations 
such as tail docking)
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2TASK 2

1. Do you have enough pasture to satisfy NOP rules for a minimum of 120 days grazing and 30 percent dry matter intake during
the grazing season?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you maintain production records for this enterprise?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

���� 'DWH�RI�ODVW�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�D�SURKLELWHG�VXEVWDQFH�QRW�DOORZHG�XQGHU�RUJDQLF�FHUWLîFDWLRQ��H�J���QRQ�DSSURYHG�SHVWLFLGHV�RU�
synthetic fertilizers) or non-organic feed:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEED HELP ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS? 

&KHFN�RXW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�

'RFXPHQWDWLRQ�)RUPV�IRU�2UJDQLF�&URS�DQG�/LYHVWRFN�3URGXFHUV��0DUFK�������%DLHU��$��86'$�DQG�$775$�� 
https://attra.ncat.org/organic.html. 

7KH�2UJDQLF�)DUPLQJ�0DQXDO��$�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�*XLGH�WR�6WDUWLQJ�DQG�5XQQLQJ�D�&HUWLîHG�2UJDQLF�)DUP��March 2010. 
+DQVHQ��$��/��6WRUH\�3XEOLVKLQJ��ZZZ�VWRUH\�FRP.

https://attra.ncat.org/organic.html
www.storey.com
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