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UTILITY REVIEW - Purpose: To evaluate usefulness and relevance of information for beginning farmers

Reviewer:

Title of Materials:
Clover Valley Farm: A Technical Case Study for Beginning Farmers

Audience:
Beginning or transitioning farmers interested in pastured hog and poultry production and/or apple orchards

Intended Purpose:
To provide accurate production information on apples, pastured hogs and poultry; farm business and financial management information; other details and resources needed by farmers beginning these types of enterprises.
Time it took to read and comment on the case study: ____________________


Utility Review Questions

Usefulness

1. Does the case study address questions that you had as a beginning farmer or would expect other beginning farmers to have?

2. Would you have found the case study valuable when you were starting out?  

Completeness

3. Does the case study include all the information you would expect to find? If not, what is missing?

4. Does the case study tell you more than you need to know?  If so, what parts are unnecessary?

Content/ Credibility

5. Is the content appropriate for the intended purpose, as stated above?  Does the case study both inspire and inform?

6. Are the limits of the information clearly outlined?  Are there appropriate qualifiers? 

7. Is it biased?  Is it factual?  Is it accurate?  

Organization

8. Does the overall organization make sense? 

9. Are there sections that need to be divided, combined, or placed in a different order?  

10. Keeping in mind that layout and placement of specific elements will be adapted to an-online format, are the sidebars/text boxes, photos, graphs, and tables effective in supplementing the main text?

Reading Quality

11. Is the text easy to read and understand?

12. Are there terms or concepts that need to be better explained?

Audience

13. Is the tone of the writing acceptable for readers who may not have any prior farming experience?  Is it too academic, too folksy, too formal, too informal, too condescending?

14. Does it contain language that is inclusive to all races, genders, and backgrounds?
